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F there had been \a Variety of Methods bee | 


fore me, by which I might have obliged you, 
5 I 1 been left 5 my own ms 
nation, the publiſhins this Diſcourſe would - 
ot, I do aſſure Joa, have been among the firſt 
that I ſhould hade choſen. Tor in truth I can f 
hade little reaſon to think that I ſhall do the 
World a Pleaſure, by offering my haſty Thoughts 
upon a Subject which has ſo often employed the. 
Pens of the beſt Writers. But there are ſo 
few Inſtances in which I find it in my Poner 
10 make myſelf acceptable, that I could not per- 
mit myſelf to deliberate; nor indeed could I 


ſee how I ſhould be able to juſtify myſelf in 
25 1 firſt Requeſt, x 12. 7 Big 
a Right at all times ti command me. To mate 
uſe of Your Name, Sir, is a Liberty which I 
ought not on this . to have taken with. 
9. eng 2 "ut 
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out Neceſſity; and I am ſenſible, that the do- 
ing it may be a Means to raife Expectations, 
in which. thoſe who come not tò the reading of 
this Diſcourſe, prepared with the ſame degree 


of  Candour with which you heard it, will find 
themſelves diſappointed. But as T had no other 


way of eæcuſing myſelf to the Publick, I hope 
you will forgive me; and for the reſt, T ſhall 


think it a ſufficient Recompence that I have the 


Honour to be, 
2 N 2 | 
Tour moſt obliged, and 


moſt obedient Servant, 


HENRY STEBBING. 
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" what Things were Gain to ez La I clunted 
"Loſs for ch, 4 
Tea donbtleſs; Af 1 count af Thing * Loſi 3 fol 


| the Excellency of the eue Few . | 
| M Lord; - 


Fon the ROOFS Lo this was aka 
and Meaning of theſe Words; .w 
need look no farther back than to res 
Voerſes immediately toregoing, where 
the Apoſtle has laid before us a compendious 
Account of the Advantages he was under 
Whilſt he was a Jew: Ver: 5, 6. Gireameaſed 
te eighth day, of rhe Stock of Noel, ; of the Tribe 
of Benjamin; a Hebrew of the Hebrews, as touchs 
i the Law, a Phariſee: Concerning L. per- 
Jecuting the C hurch ; touching the Righteouſneſs 
which is in the Law, blameleſs. Upon which 
Account he declares (ver. 4.) that if there 
were any Merit = 0 A any Good to 
be obtained by 4 Jew, no Man had 
reater —.— than himſelf. Bat what 

ings (fays he) were Gain to me (i. e: tlioſe 
Things Which I, * I was 4 Jew, did = - 


e 


kon or eſteem to be Gain) I have accounted 


Loſs. for Chriſt; ſo far have I been. from pla- 


cing any Confidence upon them, or aſcribing 
to them any real Worth or Excellency, that 
with reſpect to the 9 I am 
under, F Hatedddled :upoh them as nothing, 


Nen worſe than nothing. . . Tea doubtleſs, 
an 


T count all Things bat Loſs; I have the 


ſame Opinion of every Privilege, and every 


Qualification, I have. heretofore attained, or 
Pay hereafter attain unto; I count them all, 


1 .fay, as 1955 in compariſon to the Excel- 
2 


lency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. 
The Words e. do very plainly ſet forth 


to us the great and tranſcendent Excellency 


of the Chriſtian Religion, concerning which 
a few Obſervations will not, I hope, be un- 
ſeaſonable. For the more we are perſuaded 
of the Excellency of our Religion, the more 
ſatisfled ſnall we be in the Wiſdom of our 


Choice, and the more ſtrongly excited to tlie 


Practice of that Piety and Vertue which our 
Religion recommends and engages us to. 
Now I do not purpoſe to trouble you with 2 
nice and exact Calculation of the difference 


wy. t of real Worth between Chriſtianity 
and 7 


* 
* 


udaiſi, nor between Chriſtianity and any 


other Way or Method of Religion which the 


Providence of God hath heretofore thought 
fit to appoint, or which Men have ſuperſtiti- 
oully invented to themſelves; it will be as 
much as the Time before me Will allow, and 
o 4 withal 
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withal as much as the preſent Occaſion ſeems 
eorequfire, to ſhew you in general wherein 


the Excellency of Chriſtianity does principally 
conſiſt, by which means you will eaſily be 


able to judge how far it {urpaſſes any other 
Religion Which ſhall offer itſelf to ſtand in 


Competition with it. 


To determine rightly then concerning this 
Matter, it will be neceſſary to conſider What 
is the great and ultimate End of all Religion; 
for that Which beſt anſwers its Ed{is always 
moſt excellent, 9 the End irfelf 
be ſo. Now Religion hab the fame End 
Which all other things have that are deſirable, 
tol wit, the Happineſs of thoſe WhO follow 
after it. It is uſually ſald indeed that the 
Glory of God is the End of all Religion, 


which is alſo true. But the Happineſs of 


Man is the End even of the Glory of God, or 
rather it is itſelf the Glory of God ; for God 
is gloriſied by the Happineſs of his Creatures. 
We glorify God by obeying his Laws, fer 
chis is an Acknowledgment: of his Sovereign- 
ty over us. But why dot God give us Laws, 
unleſs it be that he may lead us to Happinels? 
Why doth he require Obedience, but that we 


may obtain a Benefit by diſcharging our: Du- 


ty? That Religion therefore which thews the 
eaſieſt and the ſureſt way to the beſt and tru- 


eſt Happineſs, muſt needs be the moſt excel- 
lent; and the Excellency. of Chriſtianiiy apr 
Rs 


pears in all theſe Reſpets Wiz Ho 72 701 
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bet, ry 5 Nature . dt Happiek 


which, it propoſeth. 


In the cg which it bers a 
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8 In the Means ry ir bebe 


ſpe che Atainmens f x. 


Fir, 1 ſay, C meer is che cd excel 
1 Religion in this reſpeR, that it eth 
to us the beſt and the trueſt Ha inels, which 
will appear by conſidering, that as to its 
Kind, it is adapted to the moſt excellent Fa- 
. enlty in ourſelyes mean the reaſonable Soul) 


and that as td its Duration or Continuance, 


it will be for ever and ever. Of this ſort of 


1 Happineſs we have 2 good deal of Experience 


in this Life, enough, if we value it as'it'de- 
ſerves, to this us fond and eager after more. 


And more, yea infinitely more, ſþall be given 
0 thoſe for whoms-it in prepared, i. e. to all who 


will prepare and qualify themſelves for 
When having laid ſide the Clogs and — 


cumbrances of Fleſh and Blood, they ſhall 


-ariſe purified into a divine and angelick Na- 
ture: In what the Happineſs of a Future 
State does conſiſt, we cannot particularly ſay; 
the Scripeure has deſcribed i it to us in general 
only, as à State wherein are Joys without mea- 
re as well as without end, and this by the 
vu as ; = Images 
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er and Repreſentations of 'Things mold 
le in this Life, as a Kingdom, 4 Crown, 
6nd che like, The reaſon of which (if we 
ceſume to.look {o far into the Secrets of 
Imighty) my be, 1 becauſe the 

been a great 
leſs (or rather no Prat at all would 


may p 
the 
Praiſe of Vertue Woul 


h ve been due to it) if God had given us a 
full and entire Proſpect of the beavenly Glo- 
ries; and partly becauſe h Kpowledge ir in 


ieſelf 200. wonderful and excellent for us, fuck. 


| oY as is not ſuited to our preſent Capacities 


A pprehenſions. But whatever the rea» 
on of is is, or how much ſoever we may 
be in the dark as to the Particulars of the 


Happineſs of a Life to come, this we are ſure 
of, v1. that it ſhall be without the leaſt Mix- 
ture of Senſuality. We ſhall then be pure 
Reaſon ; our Happineſs therefore. muſt be 
purely rational; for there. can be no ſenſual 


Pleaſure where there. are no o ſentual 1 


72 gratify.. 
But this which I am now mentioning ay 


may perhaps appear to ſome as one of th 

241 Obiections againſt it. And here in- 
ed lies the main Difficulty, to give Mes 

E to Senſe eyen a Notion or Idea 
Happineſs, diſtinct from and {uperiar to = 


gf Senfe. Such as. theſe will be ape to ſay, 


Away with 
| e and 


ho; K 1 2 
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Area Pleafures .beyond tho 
FP * know 


: 


Ane What. Why, hatli nbt Ged pre! 
1 pared for us an earthly:Paradiſe, wherein 
% e ſhould have Appetites that would never 
& cloy,-and no want of any thing to graxify 
them? How: much better would it have 
“ been; if we had been fuffered to eat and 


5 Col] 
4 know not 


4 drink and ſport obrſelves thro? entlleſs A 
4 than to die, and awake again to new De- 
lights, whereof we hear much Tallc indeed; 
4 but have no Experience?” Thus Children 
ery for Toys, becauſe they have no Kno-ẽꝰ. 
ledge of better Things! But if you would 
know why-God: hath not thus dealt With us, 
remember that fie hath made us reaſonable 
Creatures; and when you have well confi- 
dered this, you will not find it, I believe, ſo 
hard to . there may be, yea, 
that in the nature of tlie thing there muſt be 
a Happineſs/peculiar«to us as ſuch, Which not 
only equals, but as far exceeds that which is 
properito:the Animal Life, as Reaſon itſelf is 
more excellent than Senſe. Every diſtinct 
Order of Beings that are capable of Happineſs 
(nay, I had almoſt ſaid every diſtinct Being 
of the ſame Species) has a ſort of Pleaſu e pe- 
culiar to itſelf, ariſing from ſomething that 
is peculiar in the Frame and Conſtitution o 
it, The manly, Entertainments of a mature 
Age are not the ſame with the little Diver- 
tiſements of . Youth or Childhcod ; nor are 
the 19 of a Child the ſame with the 
Plealares of a Worm, or of a Snail, Some 
W 8 thing 
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. 
thing 1 ſay theres peculiar in each, which 
as iti is more or leſs removed from Reaſon, 
makes them com paratively, or with reſpect 
to one another, more or leſs excellent. Now 
we ſnould confider ourſelves whilſt we are in 
this Vail of Fleſh' as in a State of Childhood 
or Infancy; or to come as near to the thing 
as poſſible (Which no Compariſon you can 
frame will fully expreſs) We ſhonld conſider 
ourſelves as impriſon'd in the Womb, when 
our Faculties are as it were hound: up, and 
not wide enough to admit of that Fulneſs of 
Joy Which will flow in upon us when thro? 
Death we ſhall be born to a State of Immor- 
—_—_ > 51; 20000 m1mmonimmt Het 
In ſhort, if that Superiority which we ſtand 
in with reſpect to the ſeveral Orders of Crea- 
tures below us (of which we are all of us apt 
to have Apprehenſions large enough; if this, 
Lay) be founded in Reaſon, it muſt then be 
plain and evident to us all, that the beſt and 
trueſt Happineſs is that which 1s. proper to 
Reaſon; and conſequently that our Happt- 
nefs mult be ſo much the more perfect and 
compleat, by how. much the more it is purge 
from the Mixture of Senſe. And what, 1 
pray, is the infinite Happineſs of God, but 
tlie Happineſs of infinite Reaſon? But if no- 
thing but Experience will ſatisfy, this is hat 
we deſire to appeal to. For, as J ſaid before, 
there is enough of this fort of Happineſs to be 
met with on this ſide the Grave, to give us 
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it leaſt a Notion of it; and tis often expes 
rienced even by ſuch as will not be at the 
2 of being religious. For What is that 
islaction which a Man feels within himſelf 
in the Purſuit and Acquiſition of Knowledge, 
which more or leſs every Art; every Science 
yields? Is not this a Pleaſure diſtinct from; 
and very often ſuperior to that of Senſe? But 
indeed the true way to make the Experiment 
is to become good, by which to all the feve- 
ral ways of gratifying our Reaſon; we ſhall 
add this, which will minifter to us the great- 
eſt and moſt laſting Comfort of all; I mean 
| the: Senſe of our having acted wiſely in the 
is moſt important Concern ; the Senfe of our 
I — Having ſhewn ourſelves grateful to our beſt 
1 and only Benefactor, and of dur having fe- 


* 
— —ä ens 


= cured to ourſelves hereby an everlaſting In- 

| | tereſt in his Favour, which is more to us than 
L 

| 


all the World. Now theſe are but the Fore- 
taſtes of thoſe Joys which ſhall hereafter be 


"8 . * 
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| rr vraled in us; and how much even theſe 
| exceed the Satisfactions of Senſe, is a thing 
E which thoſe. who have tried do find to their 
| unſpeakable Benefit, how hardly ſoever/thoſe 
| 

| 


— 4a P er eee noe 32 — 
3 - 


who have not .had the Experience may be 

brought to believe ir. A good Man has this 
|| LL Advantage, that by what he has taſted of 
* ſenſual Pleaſures within thoſe Limits which 
li Reaſon allows, he underſtands what they 
| are, and ſo is qualified to judge of the diffe- 
1 rene. But a bad Man has this Unhappineſs 
| 15 . | dro py peculiar 
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peculiar to. himſelf, that in a Matter of ſo 
much conſequences, ' wherein his very Soul 
lies at ſtake, he is fure to go away witllour 
hearing any more than one half of the Caſe: 


But, £41; 


 Setondly, Chriſtianixy is the moſt excellem 
ppineſs which it propoteg 
h "I 


lency of that Hap 
but alſo with reſpe 


} to the Certainty whis 


gives us of that Happineſs ; which if we con- 
fider comparatively,” and with a View to 
what it was before the coming of Chriſt, we 
ſhall very quickly perceive how truly it is 
faid of him, that he hath brought Life and lm. 
mortality to Light by the Goſpel. Some Foot- 
_ ſteps there are indeed of the Belief of a Fu- 
ture State to be met with in the Hiſtories of 
all Ages, to which the Light of Nature has 
contributed much, and thoſe Revelations | 
which God from time to time hath been 
pleaſed to make of himſelf have contributed 
more. But this is all but Darkneſs in com- 


pariſon to that Clearneſs of Knowledge and 


Fulneſs of Aſſurance which we receive from 
the Goſpel; The Hearhens had generally ei- 
ther very wrong or very faint and imperfect 


Conceptions about it; and even thoſe who 


by the help of a ſuperior Genius had raiſed 

_ themſelves above the common and ordinary 
way of thinking, and have faid the fineſt 
things about the Immortality of the Soul, and 


the Happineſs of a Life to come, even theſe, 


8 I ay, 7 


b 
be * 
it 
« 

{ 

2 

0 
1 

* 
* 
= 
* 

4 
4 
if 
A 

| 

* 
wy 

: 

* 

" 
1 
[ 0 

0 

1 

j 


"F441 


I fay, have ſpoken of it with fo much Piffi- 
dence and Heſitation, as plainly ſhews, that 
it was rather what they wiſhed and hoped 
for, than what they were able with any man- 


ner of Certainty to promiſe to themſelves; 


And no wonder; for this indeed is a Point 
in which Nature ſeems to be but a lame and 


22 Guide. For what is the way that 
be takes to lead us to this Belief? Why, ſhe 


firſt directs us to God, the Creator of all 


Things, whom we behold cloathed with the 
glorious Perfections of infinite Juſtice, Good- 
neſs and Holineſs. Then ſhe bids us to look 
down upon ourſelves, and conſider the Me- 


thods of his Providence, by which his Fa- 


vours are dealt out among, us with an uneven 


and undiftinguiſhing Hand, ſome ſwelling 


and mounted up with the Gale of proſperous 
Wickedneſs, and others ſinking down under 


the Load of oppreſſed Vertue and Innocence. 


And a juſt Inference indeed it is, that ſince 
in this Life al things happen alike to all; ſince 


there is one Event to the Righteous and to the 
Wicked, to the Clean and to the Unclean, there 
muſt, if God is God, be another Life, in 
which he will ſhew himſelf to be the Patron 


of Vertue, by adjuſting theſe Inequalities, 


and making a proper diſtinckion in his Deal- 
ings, according to the different Merits or 


Demerits of Men. This way then brings 
us at laſt to a Future State; but ir doth not 


lead us to a State of Immortality, ſince even 


Ces; | — a Tem- 


ra A 


2 
vw. ” 


s — TT WW 


5 © ww 4&6 


+» — TU JJ CTY tp 


15 J 


2 Temporary Retribution may be of ſuch a 


fort as will abundantly compenſate for the 


greateſt of Evils which the very beſt of Men | 
may ſuffer in this ſhort Span of Life. In 
ſhort, Nature teaches good Men to expect 


a Reward, bur it gives no aſſurance of that 


rich and exceeding great Reward which the 


Goſpel propoſes. 


o 


tion of the Belief of a Future State, tho” if 
we conſider the many Revelations that God 


was pleaſed to make to good Men in thoſe 


Days, and the great Readineſs and Cheer- 


fulneſs of their Obedience to the Commands 


of God under the moſt unpromiſing Circum- 


ſtances, and even under the greateſt Hard- 
Mips, it will leave us little room to doubt 
witether they had ſuch a Belief or not. Cer- 


tain it is that this Belief did generally obtain 
amongſt the later Jews, which they gathered 


it is likely partly from the Light of Nature, 
partly from God's general Promiſes, partly 
from the Traditions of their Forefathers, but 
_ principally from the Prophets under the Law, 
ſome of which have expreſly directed them 


to it. And this in general you may obſerve, 


that the nearer you come to the 'Times of the 
Meſſiah, the more clear and expreſs Revela :- 
tions you {hall find concerning a Life to 
come; theſe Revelations being (as the in- 


C2 comparable 


\ 


If we go to the Jews, we ſhall not find the 
Caſe much clearer even among them. Un- 
der the Patriarchs we find no expreſs men- 


1 
comparable Grotius hath ſomewhere obfer. 
ved) intended by Providence, as the Dawn+ 
ing of that glorious Day which was to ſhine 
forth under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. But 
tho! the Jews before the Ong of Chriſt 

were under a general Belief of a future State, 
yet as to the Nature and Circumſtances of it, 
they were for the moſt part very grolly ig- 
norant. As to the End of wicked Men, they 
were under very great Uncertainty about it, 
ſome believing that they ſhould be raiſed, 
and others not. And as to the Happineſs 
even of good Men, all indeed believed that 
it would be long, but many were. of Opinion 
that it would not be eternal. Beſides, the 
_ Happineſs which they expected, was not ſuch 
2 Happineſs as I have deſcribed, and as the 
Goſpel teaches us to expect, but a groſs and 
_ carnal Happineſs, conſiſting in the Affluence 
and Abundance of every thing which has a 
 'Tendency to gratify the Bodily Appetites : 
And this was the occaſion of that idle Cavil 
of the Sadducees againſt our Saviour concern- 
ing the Woman that had ſeven Husbands, 
Whoſe Wife ſhould ſhe be? Theſe Saddutees de- 
nied a Future State, and they laid this as a 


©. 


Trap in our Saviour's way, with which t y 
were wont to enſnare and perplex the Jewiſh 
Doors, who ſuppoſed that in the Reſurredti- 
on there would be eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and giving in Marriage, Whence happen» 
ed all this, but thro' want of Clearneſs 15 
; ; 8 . 16 


* 


ral and indefinite Promiſes, nor un 
Vail of Types and Figures, but peremptori- 
ly and without reſerve, that there ſhould be a 
' Reſarrettion both of the Juſt and the Unjuſt ; a 
Day when God by him ſhould judge the Secrets 
of Mens Hearts, and render to every 
cording to by Works. To them who by patient 
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the Divine Revelations hitherto. vouchſaſedꝰ 
Now theſe. were the Miſtakes Which our Sa- 
viour came to rectify, and to declare once for 


all under the higheſt Authority, not by gene-. 


continuance" in well-dojng ſought for Glory and 
Honour aud Immortality, Eternal Life; but to 


them who mere contentions, aud obeyed not the 


Truth, but obeyed Unrighieouſueſs, Indignation 
and Wrath, Tribulation and Angaiſh upon every 
Soul of Man that doth eil. ud 


But what Aſſurance, you'll ask, does even 


the Goſpel 7 us of theſe Things? I anſwer, 
the greateſt 


of all; and unleſs we will lay 
aſide all the Authority of hiſtorical Evidence, 
we can no more doubt of them than we can 
of the Being of a God; of which whoſoever 
is reſolved to doubt, ought firſt of all to 
doubt of his own Exiſtence, and the Exiſt- 


ence of every thing which he ſees about him, 


He who ſays there is no God, is a Contra: 
diction tq himſelf ; for the very Breath with 


Which he utters it, loudly ſpeaks that there 
is: And a Man may as well fay there is no 
God, as doubt whether, ſuppoſing that there 
is a God, he will be true in fulfilling his 
"OP 5 Worq.: 
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Word. Now thus it is that the Veracity of 
God comes to be concerned in the Cafe, viz. 
that he has ſet his Seal to the Doctrine of a 
Life to come, by thofe Signs and mighty 
Wonders which he wrought by the Hands 
of thoſe whom he ſent to bear witneſs of it to 
the World; and this, I fay, is that which the 
common Evidences of Fact, which we admit 
of in other Caſes, will not permit 'us to call 
in queſtion'—— But the Subject opens itſelf 
roo wide 1 . and ſuggeſts too great a 
variety of Matter to be brouglit within the 
Compals of a fingle Diſcourſe. And indeed 
it may well be ſpared, conſidering that I am 
ſpeaking to thoſe, not who want to be per- 
ſuaded to become Chriſtians, but, who being 
already ſuch, may (thro' God's Grace) apply 
thefe - Obſervations to the ſtrengthening of 
their Faith, and be ſtirred up, both in Heart 
and Life, to give Praiſe and Glory to him who 
bath called us out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
Light. Proceed we therefore, 


% 


Thirdly, To the laſt of thoſe Particulars, 
from whence the Excellency of Chriſtianity 
does principally appear, to wit, the Means 
Which it berry for the Attainment of this 
Happineſs. And of theſe_a -very' brief De- 
ſcription will ſuffice ; for what doth the Lord 
our God require of us, but to do Fuſtice, and to 
lode Mercy, and to walk humbly with our God? 
Or, to al the Words of the-Apoſtle, which 
„ 92 177 ee EEE : Ys, expreſs | 
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7 expreſs the ſame thing; what doth he require 
ol us, but ta deny Unpoalineſs and worldly Laſts, 


and to live ſoberly, r1ghteouſly and godly in this 


2 preſent World ? After the receiving of the 


Faith (which is ſuppoſed in every Chriſtian) 


and beſides thoſe few poſitive Precepts of the 
Goſpel, which are in no wife burdenſome, 


Chriſtianity is nothing elſe. but the Law of 


Nature revived and perfected. And if you 


ſay that the keeping of this Law is a great 


ly vertuous is indeed a great Attainment. 


But comparatively, or with reſpect to the 


Promiſes of the Goſpel, it is but very ſmall, 


and conſidering what ſort of Creatures he 
| hath made us, no more than what is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Remember, Brethren, what 


I faid before, and what we all of us expe- 


rience, that God hath given us Reaſon; and 


that the Happineſs reſerved for us in the 
World to come is the Happineſs of Reaſon. 


Tell me then, what could God have requi- 


red leſs to prepare and qualify us for. this 
Happineſs, than the Uſe and Improvement 
of Reaſon ? Or how is it not abſurd to ſup» 
poſe that he ſhould have made an Indulgence 


of Senſe to the Debaſement of Reaſon con- 
ſiſtent with the Meaſures of obtaining an In- 
heritance in that Kingdom, in which there 


is nothing that has any relation to Senſe ? 
The Means ought always to bear a Propor- 


tion to the End; and as it would be a ridi- 


cCulous 
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cCulous ſort of Management to keep 


eme a Child 
in Ignorance, whom you intend afterwards 
to breed up for a Philoſopher; fo it is every 
whit: as irrational to ſuppoſe that a ſenſual 
Lie is in the very nature of it at all proper 
to be made the way to Heaven. But this is 
2 Cafe which requires no great arguing; for 
in truth when God requires us to be holy, 
he doth but in other Words command us to 
act like ourſelves; and in this Conflict be- 
tween'the Fleth and the Spirit, the Goſpel 
ſounds to us no other Alarm than this, Be 
ſtrong, aud quit yourſelves like Men. This is 
the great Hardſhip I ſay which Chriſtianity 
lays upon us; to be what God has made us 
to be; to do that which generally and in the 
main we ſhould (if we are wiſe) chuſe to do, 
we had no other Reward before us than 
merely the Pleaſure of doing it. For it will 
be hard to ſuppoſe that Man is the only ab- 
ſurd Compoſition in the Univerſe, and that 
whilſt all other Agents regularly purſue the 
Tract which Nature has aſſigned them, it 
ſhould: be his Part only to run into eccentrick 
Motions, and that his greateſt Happineſs 
{hould lie in acting leaſt of all within his 
proper Sphere. True indeed it is that the 
Way of Vertue is ſometimes rugged and dit- 
ficult, infomuch that if in this Life we had 
Hope only, Reaſon would in many Caſes prove 
a a very troubleſome and unhappy Guide. But 
here it is that the Reward of a Life to ome 
ES | oners 


offers itſelf to ſupport us 5 upon this Account 
it is that ſuch a Reward becomes indeed pro- 
per; for if Vertue were always its own Re- 


ward, we ſhould have little reaſon to look 


for any other. Put the Caſe now, if you 
_ pleaſe, in the worſt Light you can. Suppoſe 
your Reaſon calls you one way, and the Plea- 
ures, the Profits, the Sorrows, the Terrors 
of this Life ſhew you another, what will you | 
do? Will you yet take Vertue for your Guide, 
and under her Conduct preſs forward thro? all 
1 i the Prize of our high Calling in 
700 Chriſt; or will you quit your Preten- 
ions to the heavenly Crown; reſolve to be 
as happy as you can here, and be content to 
be as miſerable as God can make you here- 
after? The Caſe will admit of no long Deli- 
beration. Be but as wiſe here as you are in 
other Matters of infinitely leſs Concern, and 
you are ſure to make the happy Choice. 
Conſider. only what you ſhould think of thę 
Man, who, rather than ſubmit to a few 
Days Confinement, and undergo the Fatigue 
of applying wholeſome, tho' ſharp Remedies, 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to linger out a long and 
tedious Life in Pain and Sickneſs; think of 
this, I ſay, or any other Inſtance of the, like 
fort, which your own Fancy will eaſily ſug- 
_ geſt, and the Queſtion is anſwered. But it 
will be hard indeed to find out a Compariſon 
which will fully reach the Caſe. For between 
a few Days and the longeſt Life of 1.1 
2 1 


[ 22 
and between the Tediouſneſs of the Remedy 
and the Trouble of the Diſeaſe, there is ſom 
Proportion. But between the longeſt Life 
of Man and Eternity there is no Proportion ; 
nor are the greateſt Sufferings of this Life wor- 
thy to be compared with thoſe Pains, and thoſe 
Glories, which fhall be the Reward of our 
Conſtancy, or the Puniſhment of our Cow- 
ardice. V 
- * But ſtill you'll ay, that to maintain a con- 
ſtant Steddineſs in the Way of Vertue, ſo as 
never at any time to deviate, is a hard thing. 
And indeed fo it is, too hard for Man in his 
corrupted and degenerate State to perform: 
But for this reaſon God (to our great Com- 
fort) doth not require it, but enjoins Holineſs 
in ſuch a manner, as to leave. all poſſible 
room for the Repenfance (that is, for the 
Reformation) of the Sinner. I do not mean 
that Holineſs is not always our indiſpenſable 
Duty, for this it certainly is, and neceſſarily 
Muſt be. But the Cafe is, that God, if we 
fepent, accepts us, tho? we have done a great 
deal leſs than we ought to have done. His 
Commands reach to all, and to every Perſon 
at all times, fo that we can never do a vicious 
thing, and ſay we have not ſinned; but if we 
fin, we have an Advo:ate with ths Father, even 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, thro whom we ſhall 
be forgiven, if we do ſo no more; for at what 
lime ſoever the wicked Man turneth away from his 
Wickedneſs, and doth that which is lawful and 
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right, he ſpall ſave his Soul alive. And who 


now can forbear to cry out with the Apoſtle, 


"Behold the Goodneſs and Severity of God! His 


Severity appears in this, that he allows no 


Man at any time to do wickedly. And his 


Goodneſs appears in this, that he puaiſheth 
none but the Incorrigible, none but thoſe 
-who not only do wickedly, but who perſiſt in 


Wickedneſs, whom neither his Mercies wil 


invite, nor his Judgments terrify. A con- 
vincing Evidence this, how truly it is faid of 
him, that he © not willing that am) ſhould periſh, 


and which (by the way) is ſo far from being 


a reaſonable Encouragement for a Man to 


| fin, that it ought rather to raiſe in him th 
tendereſt Sentiments of Honour and Gratt- 


tude; and fince it is always moſt baſe and 


diſingenuous to offend that Goodneſs which 


is molt hard to be overcome, the more ready 


Sed & to forgive, the leſs ready ought we to 


of Forgiveneſs. © 1 f 
So that upon the whole I think it appears, 


be ſo to behave ourſelves as to ſtand in need 


that the Goſpel propoles to us the greateſt 
Happineſs at the leaſt Expence poſſible; which 


Point I might farther have illuſtrated, by 
ſnewing what a mighty Power the 58 
Proſpect of the Excellency of that Rewar 
Which is laid up in Heaven for us, has to 
allay and ſweeten the Troubles of this mor- 
tal Life, which is ſuch, that if you will be- 


ljeve thoſe who have experienced it, a Man 
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9 | may even glory in Tribulations, and triumph 
10 in the midſt of Sufferings. But I muſt not 
Ki | treſpaſs. too far upon the Patience that is in- 
Ito! dulged me. I ſhall therefore only beg leave 
to add two ſhort Obſervations, and I have 
th done. And, n bee 
Wi I. If Chriſtianity be fo excellent a Religi- 
11 on; if it propoſes the greateſt Happineſs un- 
[14 der the moſt eaſy Conditions, how comes it 


to paſs may ſome ſay that there is ſo much 
Wickedneſs to be found amongſt thoſe who 
have taken upon themſelves the Name and 
Profeſſion of Chriſtians ? Is it becauſe in truth = 
we not Believers, but only pretend to 
be ſo? This I fear is ſometimes the Caſe, 
tho? I hope comparatively; but very ſeldom. 
For indeed ſuch is the Light and Evidence of 
the Goſpel, that it is the very laſt thing I can 
ſuppoſe of any Man whom IL know to have 
Senle, that he is under a ſettled Principle of 
Infidelity. But the great Bane of true Piety 
is Careleſſneſs, and want of Conſideration, 
which will not, even tho? we are perſuaded 
of the Truth of theſe Things, ſuffer us to lay 
them to heart with that Seriouſneſs of Appli- 
cation which is neceſſary to render them ef- 
7 5 upon our Lives and Converſations. 
If we ſee a Man falling down a Precipice, 
which lay plainly in the way before him, we 
do not preſently infer that he has no Eyes. 
Nor muſt we ſay that a Man has no Faith 


wy 
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becauſe he acts as if he had none; for it is a 
great Miſtake, to ſuppoſe that a mere Belief 

of a Future State is enough to make a 
Man; it muſt be ſuch a Faith as is lively and 
operatiye ; ſuch a Faith as is always preſent 
to our Minds, and when we are about ta 
yield to any Temptation, pulls us back with - 
this ſilent Reproach, How can I do thus great 
Wickednz(s, and ſin againſt God? How can I 
indulge this unreaſonable Paſſjon, and for an 
eme Bubble barter away my immortal 
Soul? A ſerious and conſiderate Temper is 
the Bulwark of Vertue, which when once 
| thrown down, Appetite, like an armed Hoſt, 
ruſhes in upon her, and divides the Spoil, 
'Tis the want of this which runs Men into 
the groſſeſt Abſurdities in common Life; and 
hat wonder is it then that it ſhould” do ſo 
in Religion too? The Power of Faith is in- 
deed very great; but it is all one in effect, 
whetlier a Man has ng Faith, or whether he 
never conſiders that he has any. Wherefore, 


2. Let us learn hence not to judge of the 
Truth of any Religion, or of any Perſuaſion 
in Religion, by the Lives of its Profeſſors; 
nor conclude, that becauſe a Man acts ill, 
therefore he entertains ill Principles. For if 
a good Lite is not always the certain Effect 
of a good Religion, a wicked Life can be no 
Argument of a bad one. But tho? tis wrong 
tor Men to argue thus, yet chere is nothing 
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more common ; and amongſt the man 
Ways by which the Progreſs" of Chriſtianjty 

has been obſtructed in the World, we muſt 
not look upon the ſcandalous Lives of Chriſti- 
ans as the leaft conſiderable. Take heed 
then, Brethren, that we be not found a- 
mongſt the Number of thoſe who throw 
Stumbling-blocks and Offences in the Way of 
others. But there is another Conſideration 
which more directly concerns us, viz. That 
o whom much is given, of him much will be re- 
gquired. God expects that our Improvements 
uld bear a Proportion to the Means he has 

given us; and you know what was the Por- 
tion of the unproſitable Servant, Who had hid 


ap his Talent in a Napkin when his Lord came 
to demand back his own with Uſary, What 
would have been his Puniſhment, if inſtead 
of hiding up one Talent, he had fquander'd 
away ten! A Queſtion which it is proper to 
ask, becauſe this indeed is the Caſe of the 
wicked Chriſtian, who has received his ten 
Talents, which he not only improveth not, 
but abuſes, to the Diſhonour of his Lord. 
And what then ſhall we be able to fay for 
ourſelves at the great Day of Accounts, when 
we ſhall be found to be a great deal worſe 
qualified than many upon whom the Light 
of the Goſpel never ſHined! Surely tho? we 
are now {o unwiſe as to contend with God, 
we ſhall not then dare to tell him to his Face 
that he is 4 hard Maſter, and that we . 
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what it was fitting for him to require of us 


better than he. But if we ſhould even thus 


far draw a bad Example into a Precedent, we 
know the Iſſue. God will juſtify. himfelf in 
the fight of Men, and in the ſight of Angels, 
and to our eternal Shame conſign us over to 


Bat, Beloved, I hope for better things th“! 
thus ſpeak. And may God by his holy Spirit 
ſo direct and rule our Hearts, that by ſerving 
him faithfully in this World, we may in the 
World to come obtain Life everlaſting. | To 
whom be Glory and Praiſe for ever and ever, 
e eo 
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courſe, proving. that Sincerity, excluſive of the 


ven. With a Preface, in which is contain'd a 


of ſupporting Chriſtianity, ſo far as it concerns 
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Three Books lately Arq 1 the Reverend 
1 2 Stebbing, printed f onah Bowyer, 
1 "at the Roſe in St, Pauls Church. yard. 


N A out do the Word of God woe the 
if Terms of: Chriſtian Salvation: Or a Diſ- 


Method of Religion which a Man follows, is not 
fufficient to entitle him to the Kingdom of Hea- 


. Reply to ſo much of the Lord Biſhop of Bangor s 
| Anſwer to the Reverend the Dean of Worceſter's 
Sermon, and of his Poſtſcript in anſwer to the 
Lord Biſhop of Oxford as Far to this, VION. 
_ 25 % ©: 


The Unreaſonableneſs ofi velvet eſt the Con- 
wenn of a Papiſt upon the Biſhop of Bangor 8 
Principles, farther aſſerted; in anſwer to Sluiuss 
Defence of a Dialogue between a Papiſt and a 
Proteſtant. With a Reply to ſome particular 
_ Objections. pr. 6 d. 


A Rational Enquiry into the proper Methods 


the Governors of the Church ; being a Defence 
of the general Terms of Communion, as now 
eſtabliſh'd in the Church of England, with re- 
ſpect both to Clergy and Laity ; in Oppoſition 
to the Principles of an univerſal 9 
* fin. pr. 15. 6d. 4 


In a few Days will be I d, 


_ Scripture vindicated from the Miſinterpreta- 

tions of the Lord Biſhop of Bangor, in his An- 
{wer to the Dean of Worceſter's Viſitation-Ser- 
mon concerning Church-Authority. By Francis 
Hare, D. D. Dean of Worceſter, and CO in 
 Ocdinarye to his Maesrr. pr. 25. 6d. 
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